Oral endoscopy in prosthodontic management of the soft palate defect.
Telescopic oral endoscopy is an effective aid in the construction and modification of a speech aid prosthesis. The method is noninvasive and easy to perform, permits the prosthodontist to achieve the goal of functional effectiveness in prosthesis construction while keeping the weight and size of the pharyngeal extension at a minimum, decreases the number and length of patient visits required for modification, and when coupled to a fiberoptic teaching arm or a video camera and recording system, it becomes an excellent aid in teaching, patient education and orientation, and record keeping.